
Budget Report and Discussion for June 2014 Westtown Monthly Meeting 
 
Overall Picture 
At about $29,000, contributions were down substantially this year, about 20% less than our bumper crop last year 
($36,400) and 10% less than the year before ($32,400).  But we also spent much less than usual, mostly because we did 
not pay a Concord Quarterly Meeting Coordinator for part of the year (a $1200 savings) and because Brian Waterhouse 
accepted no pay for his work with First Day School ($900).  Some other budget items were underspent as well, so despite 
lower contributions, we came in well within our budget.  (Note:  not all of these savings can be expected to continue in 
future years.) 
 
Fundraisers 
The plant sale this year earned $908.10, substantially more than last year and the most money in recent memory.  This 
amount is added to the funds available for donations. 
  
Donations 
Thanks to lower than expected expenses, we have approximately $2400 available for donations once again this year.  
Though we have substantially less to give than we did last year, the amount is similar to what we had in 2012.  That year 
we gave to AFSC ($300), FCNL ($300), Oak Lane Day Care ($225), Westtown School ($650), and PYM ($650).  The Ad 
Hoc Donations Committee will be meeting soon to hammer out the details of donation amounts, but it should have some 
direction from the Business Meeting.  Here are recommendations and additional possibilities for this year’s donations: 

• We gave $100 to Ramallah Friends Meeting and saved a stamp, since Jon and Melissa Graf-Evans delivered the 
donation in person when they traveled there in March. 

• Since increases have already been incorporated into our PYM covenant in both of the past two years (see below), 
I recommend that we do not give an additional donation to PYM this year. 

• I consulted with Brian Waterhouse and asked whether he had a recommendation for a donation recipient, since his 
generosity of spirit in teaching without pay has contributed $900 to our surplus.  Brian recommended the SHARE 
Food Program and spoke of how our Junior Interim Meeting members have been involved with service to this 
organization.  Therefore, I recommend that we consider donating to SHARE this year.  I do not think the amount 
needs to equal $900. 

• Other organizations that we have donated to in the past include Jubilee and the OCD foundation (the money for 
this was raised directly through the Walking with Nathaniel fundraising effort).  We have also put money towards 
Quaker college scholarships, the principal of the Friends School Education Endowments for Westtown Meeting 
and Concord Quarterly Meeting, and additional funds to supplement Westtown’s Education grants directly.  (We 
are already supplementing the endowment money by about $60 just to round out the amounts awarded.)  

 
Budget for 2014-2015 
The budget is similar to last year’s with the following exceptions: 

• We agreed to increase our PYM contribution by a modest percentage to keep up with inflation.  Because our 
contributions are down, my recommendation is to increase it only by the minimum amount we discussed earlier in 
the year – from $16,200 to $16,400. 

• Coffee/Suppers budget is increased to reflect our new initiative to encourage Friends to submit their receipts for 
reimbursement, especially if their purchase was substantial.  We exceeded our coffee budget for the first time this 
past year, evidence that people are submitting more receipts for their expenses (a good thing). 

• The Westtown Education Grants have been reduced to $2700 because of the smaller payouts we anticipate from 
Friends Fiduciary going forward.  This is a result of the fact that Friends Fiduciary expects the Quaker Green 
Fund to have smaller returns than their Consolidated Fund. 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
Elson Oshman Blunt 
Treasurer 
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