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Care of the Meeting family 
 We feel we are conscious of and remain committed to attending to the needs of members. We 

express willingness to help where needed. 
  It is important for members who maintain a connection to various Friends or attenders- keep 

the rest of us “in the loop.” 
 Through our shared meals, and the raising up of names during our Committee and Monthly 

Business Meetings, we continue to foster a sense of the needs of our membership.  
 We have recently shared this responsibility with Worship and Ministry, who have organized 

worship-visits with members in retirement. Other visitation has been taken up by those of us 
with more time flexibility. 

 
Care of Young People:  
 We have moved in recent years to hiring and paying for First Day teaching to our children. 

Nicole Davidson  and Cheryle Oshman Blunt are our current teachers . Both Deb W. and Susan 
W. check in with the teachers on a regular basis to see how things are going.   

 We have agreed to reinstate the sending of Friend's Journal to our College aged members 
(with permission of Elson) We’ll see to the sending of this journal electronically.   

 We have also started a policy of communicating with individuals soon to graduate high school 
to open up the question of continued contact with or even membership in the Meeting. This 
will include, where appropriate, convening clearness committees to talk with individual 
young people.  

 
New Members:   
 PC&C has regularly planned the celebrations of new members, and we know the need to go 

beyond cake-time, knowing that it is important to nurture these relationships during at least 
the first months after someone has joined our Meeting. 

 Individual PC&C members have checked in with newest members with whom they have had 
closest connections.   

 We can provide opportunities for individuals or more of us to meet with newer members to 
answer questions, to interpret Quaker practice, or to share conversation on their journeys, for 
all of which we are ready to serve.  
  

Marriage.  
 Members present felt that we have a good understanding of and follow-through with the 

procedures described in F&P.  
 We recognize also the value of keeping in communication with those who have been married 

under the care of the Meeting.  It is often through individual members of this Committee with 
more regular connection check-in, in an informal kind of “buddy system.” 

 
Divorce:  
 Members are aware of resources available for mediation both within our Meeting and PYM.   
 The Committee is also mindful of the need to offer its help, but also to be responsive to the 

demands of privacy within families in turmoil.   
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Differences:  
 Over the years, we have met the challenges of alienation on the part of one or more of our 

members with varying levels of success.   
 We remain mindful of skill sets of individuals within our Meeting that can be called upon 

when mediation becomes necessary. 
 
Members in Material need: 
 Our Meeting does support a Tuition Aid fund for children attending Friend’s Schools.  
 We are ready to discuss the use of the Meeting’s funds when an individual under our care is in 

need. 
 We look forward to discussion of our Meeting’s possible participation in the Religious Council 

of West Chester’s new organization for aid of individuals or families. 
 

Visiting in case of illness or other trouble:   
 The Committee reaches out to families of the Meeting dealing with the illness of a loved one, 

to determine the extent of help and/or visitation that we may provide without disturbing a 
family’s privacy. 

 Much visitation and help has been provided by retired members of the meeting, to whom we 
have been deeply grateful.  We need to discuss ways of sharing this work more broadly. 
 

Funeral and memorial meetings: 
 PC&C has helped plan and has carried out numerous memorial Meetings under its care in re-

cent years. 

 Members of the committee have reached out to families not in membership or attendance at 

the Meeting to help plan and carry out several memorial meetings not strictly under the care 

of  Westtown Meeting, often for school families not otherwise connected to our Meeting. 

Yearly meeting and other resources:  
 Experienced members are aware of such resources.   
 We need to share that awareness and to take advantage of the new PC&C thread letters avail-

able via the web. 
 
Inquirers:   
 We are very aware of our attenders and keep in touch with them, regarding our Meeting and 

its life, and the questions they may have. 
 We share our awareness of individuals and families with other members of the Committee, 

and urge members who are in most contact with them to answer their questions and at the 
proper time, to speak with them about membership 

 We are in the practice of giving a copy of Faith & Practice to inquirers when they show inter-
est in membership. 

 We have become aware, however, of the loss of some attender families as soon as their chil-
dren are grown up.   
 

Application and transfer of membership:  
This committee receives letters of request for membership and transfer of membership, and 
gives careful consideration to these requests before recommendation to the Business Meeting.   
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Membership list:  
 We keep an accurate membership list with all necessary information on Google Docs.  
 We keep in touch at Christmas time through the writing of Christmas Cards to members at a 

distance, and request that they keep in touch with us. 
 We also keep information on our attenders on our membership list web document. 
 

Delinquencies or lack of interest:    
 We have a large number of local members who are inactive.  This seems to be common among 

Meetings, churches and other religious organizations.   
 Individuals in the committee speak with inactive members with whom they have natural con-

tact, regarding membership in the Meeting or in the “friends of the Meeting.”  We should 
probably go through the whole list regularly to raise these questions with those people.  

 We recognize that there are times in a family’s life when regular attendance to Meeting may 
be difficult or impossible.  We need to be understanding about individual obstacles, but also 
to seriously address the inactivity, perhaps in a multi step process over a few years. 

 
 

Laurie Worth & Kevin Gallagher 
6/8/2013 

 
 


