
Global Climate Change Queries 
Responses from Westtown Monthly Meeting, Westtown, PA USA 

 
1. How has concern for the devastating impact of global climate change touched your spirits and 

engaged your hearts? 

 
Westtown Monthly Meeting has been touched and engaged collectively and as individuals. Some of us 
became active after the June 2005 PYM Called Session on Climate Change. Others began with their own 
reading, praying and travels. We have all felt the anxiety that follows from awakening to the damage that 
has been done and the jeopardy we and all living systems are in. 
 

2. What actions has your meeting taken to educate one another on the impact of environmental 
degradation on our community, on our brothers and sisters around the world, and all the 
interdependent life forms of which we are a part? 

  
One year we offered a workshop series on a number of topics: climate change for beginners, the trouble 
with light bulbs, what's wrong with batteries. 

 
Another year we did a film series that included viewing and discussing the following documentaries: An 
Inconvenient Truth, Too Hot Not to Handle, Who Killed the Electric Car, The High Cost of Low Prices and 
two films on food and genetic modification. 

 
We offered bulk orders for compact fluorescent light bulbs and opened two homes with solar panels for a 
solar tour. 

 
We helped plan a quarterly meeting where youth gathered on the theme of stewardship and proposed 
that each meeting do an energy audit and encourage individual members to reduce their energy 
consumption. 

 
This year we invited members to read Animal Vegetable Miracle by Barbara Kingsolver and hosted a pot 
luck discussion to discuss the book. 

 
3. To what actions has your love for that of God in all creation led you? 

 
We have collectively taken the actions described above.  In addition, the Monthly Meeting has teamed up 
with staff and student leaders at Westtown School to gather end-of-the-year furniture, clothing, etc. from 
dormitory rooms and deliver it to the local Salvation Army warehouse for resale/reuse in an effort to 
reduce the amount of waste going to landfills. We have also undertaken letter-writing campaigns to 
influence public policy and participated in the FCNL legislative priorities setting exercise, which included 
lifting up the importance of seeking an earth restored through: promoting sustainable energy solutions; 
working toward narrowing the global gap between rich and poor; development of international accords on 
environment-related issues and a reduction in the power of multi-national corporations; and promotion 
and protection of clean public water resources.  Individuals have taken steps such as buying hybrid cars, 
growing food at home, buying locally-produced food, installing residential solar panels, and purchasing 
carbon offsets. 

  
4. How have you integrated concern for the environment with your work for peace and justice? 

 
We see our concern for the environment as integral with our work for peace and justice.  The activities 
and actions detailed above have been organized by the Meeting’s Peace and Social Justice Committee. 

  
5. What do you see as your next steps to deepen your understanding and faithfulness? 

 
We expect to try to deepen and/or broaden the efforts described above, as well as to discuss finding new 
steps. 


